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Dance  Aerobic  Studio  opens  Dec.  1 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

The  college  will  cel- 
ebrate the  grand  opening  of  its 
new  Dance  Aerobics  Studio  with 
a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  dur- 
ing all-college  period  on  Thurs- 
day, December  1  at  1:30.  Ad- 
ministration, faculty  and  stu- 
dents are  all  welcome  to  attend 
and  refreshments  will  be  served. 

Members  of  the  Dance 
Club  will  also  be  performing  at 
the  ceremony.  Denise  Locke 
will  be  doing  a  piece  choreo- 
graphed to  Mariah  Carey's 
"Without  You"  and  members  of 
the  Street  Funk  class  will  dance 
to  Janet  Jackson's  "If,"  as  seen 
in  last  spring's  Annual  Dance 


Show. 

All  classes  held  in  the 
studio  during  the  week  are  open 
for  faculty  and  students  to  ob- 
serve or  participate  in.  This  will 
provide  interested  students  the 
opportunity  to  meet  and  speak 
with  the  instructors  of  different 
classes. 

"This  is  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  see  the  hard  work 
put  into  each  class  in  preparation 
of  the  big  dance  show  which  is 
set  for  April  11,"  said  Dance 
Club  President  Melissa 
Monahan.  "Students  can  see 
how  this  studio  is  beneficial  to, 
not  just  the  dance  club,  but  the 
whole  college." 

See  class  Schedule  on  Page  2 


Pepper  spray 
requires  license 

byMarySperazzo 
Staff  writer 

With  the  recent  introduction  of  Oleoresin  Capsicum 
{CO,  or  Red  Pepper  Spray,  to  the  market,  the  population  of 
students  carrying  it  has  increased.  It  is  now  mandatory  to  pos- 
sess a  Firearms  Identification  (FID.)  Card  to  carry  red  pepper 
spray.  O.C  is  now  used  by  major police  departments  as  well 
as  die  FBI,  and  is  legal  to  possess  and  effective  against  violent 
assailants. 

Red  pepper  spray  is  available  in  two  forms,  stream  or 
fog,  both  emitted  from  a  hand-held  canister;  When  released,  it 
targets  the  eyes  and  respiratory  system,  effecting  the  mucus 
membranes,  causing  sneezing,  watery  eyes  and  burning  or  irri- 
tation to  the  skin. 

According  to  Pubhc  Safety  Officer  Robert  Harrington, 
red  pepper  spray  is  made  up  of  1-5  percent  concentration  of 
cayenne  or  chill  peppers,  a.  natural  ingredient,  as  opposed  to 
me  traditional  chemical  mace.  "It  is  a  great  asset  to  effective 
ponce  work  when  trying  to  control  someone  who  is  disorderly 
or  under  the  influence  of  a  substance,"  said  Harrington. 

Fttchburg  State  College  Campus  Police  will  offer  free 
classes  to  students  on  the  use  of  red  pepper  spray.  Taught  by 
certified  instructors,  these  classes  will  focus  on  the  use  of  OC, 
how  it  pertains  to  the  law,  how  it  compares  to  mace  and  steps  to 
take  after  usingit.  Campus  Police  have  already  held  two  classes 
on  campus  tins  semester  and  are  setting  up  classes  for  next  se- 
mester. For  more  information,  contact  FSC  Campus  Police  at 
(508)  665^111.  eorrt,onrw,2 


The  new  dance  aerobics  studio  located  in  the  Thompson  tunnel. 


photo  by  Paula  Ferazzi 


Marijuana  legalization  examined 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Strobe  staff 

The  "Great  Pot"  de- 
bate, co-sponsored  by  the  Smart 
Choices  Program  and  the  Stu- 
dent Government  Association, 
attracted  approximately  100  stu- 
dents to  Percival  Auditorium  on 
November  17.  The  pros  and 
cons  on  the  legalization  of  mari- 
juana were  discussed. 

The  Massachusetts 
Cannabis  Reform  Coalition 
(MASS  CANN),  an  organiza- 
tion that  supports  the  full  legal- 
ization of  marijuana  in  the  state, 
spoke  about  the  advantages  of 
marijuana  use  for  medical,  reli- 
gious and  recreation  purposes. 

Christopher  Pender, 
the  Director  of  Adolescent  Ser- 
vices at  the  Life  Center  Founda- 
tion Inc.,  spoke  about  marijuana 
and  drug  addictions  and  its  ef- 
fects on  the  family.  Pender,  who 
admitted  to  having  used  mari- 
juana himself,  was  neither  for  or 
against  marijuana  legalization, 
but  has  seen  drug  use  tear  fami- 
lies apart. 


Pender  feels  that  mari- 
juana use  often  leads  to  experi- 
mentation with  other  drugs, 
namely  cocaine.  He  spoke  about 
teenage  addicts  and  the  effects 
their  drug  use  and/or  abuse  has 
on  their  families. 

Pender  deals  with  teen- 
age addicts  at  the  end  of  their 
abuse.  He  said  children  ages  12- 
13  begin  with  marijuana  and 
then  move  on  to  alcohol  and 
harder  drugs.  Through  inter- 
views with  these  children,  he  has 
found  that  marijuana  use  can 
cause  laziness,  severe  depres- 
sion and  devastation  to  families. 

Coalition  President 
William  Downing  and  coalition 
member  Stephen  Levine  spoke 
on  behalf  of  MASS  CANN  and 
the  legalization  of  marijuana. 

Marijuana  has  been 
used  for  thousands  of  years  for 
medical,  social  and  religious  rea- 
sons. Levine  said  that  industrial 
hemp,  fabric  and  paper  produc- 
tion could  produce  $20  billion 
and  the  taxes  on  marijuana  could 
add  another  $10  billion.  He  also 
said  that  one-third  of  drug  en- 


forcement would  be  eliminated 
if  marijuana  was  legalized. 

According  to  Levine, 
60  million  Americans  (out  of 
250  million)  have  admitted  to 
smoking  marijuana  at  least  once. 
He  said  that  in  order  to  serve  all 
marijuana  users  in  America,  we 
would  need  to  have  "two  tractor 
trailer  trucks,  side-by-side, 
crossing  the  border  bumper-to- 
bumper  continuously,  24  hours 
a  day." 

"Despite  the  fact  that 
the  prices  have  gone  up,"  said 
Levine.  "It  is  still  plentifully 
available  and  the  prohibition  has 
done  absolutely  nothing." 

According  to  Levine, 
"marijuana  prohibition  causes  a 
$40  billion  underground 
economy,  discourages  sound 
public  health,  turns  violent 
criminals  out  on  the  streets  and 
destroys  families. 

Levine  stressed  that  no 
one  has  ever  died  from  mari- 
juana use  because  one  would 
need  to  consume  '700  pounds  in 
fifteen  minutes  to  overdose." 
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FSC  collaborates  with  courts 


FSC  Press  Release 

Some  female  offenders 
at  the  Fitchburg,  Leominster  and 
Gardner  District  Courts  will  be 
reading  literature  for  16  weeks 
at  Fitchburg  State  College  as  a 
condition  of  their  probation. 

As  part  of  a  new  alter- 
native education  course  "Re- 
sponding to  Literature:  An  In- 
tensive Supervision  and  Educa- 
tion Program  for  Adult  Female 
Offenders,"  a  dozen  women  pro- 
bationers will  read,  discuss  and 
write  about  current  works  of  lit- 
erature that  portray  conditions  of 
life  that  may  be  relevant  to  their 
own  experiences.  The  course 
will  feature  contemporary  short 
stories,  novels  and  poetry  from 
authors  by  Sandra  Cisneros, 
Zora  Neale  Hurston,  Toni 
Morrison  and  Meg  Tilly,  as  well 
as  films. 

"Through  literature, 
they'll  look  closely  at  the  pat- 


terns of  society  and  the  problem- 
solving  behaviors  of  characters 
trying  to  function  within  a  cul- 
ture," explained  Dr.  Judith 
Ferrara,  an  assistant  professor  of 
education  at  Fitchburg  State. 
"Our  hope  is  that  these  women 
will  come  away  with  a  better 
understanding  of  themselves  and 
others."  Ferrara  noted  that  par- 
ticipants will  also  enhance  their 
verbal  and  written  skills  by  par- 
ticipating in  small  group  discus- 
sions, keeping  reading  journals 
and  engaging  in  written  activi- 
ties. 

Dr.  Lucille  Cormier, 
chief  probation  officer  at 
Fitchburg  District  Court,  will 
supervise  the  women  assigned  to 
the  program.  According  to 
Cormier,  the  program's  primary 
goal  is  to  build  the  probationers' 
decision-making  ability.  "If  this 
[goal]  can  be  achieved,  we 
should  be  seeing  a  reduction  in 
recidivism,"  she  said.  "We'll  be 


Dance  and  aerobics  open  house  schedule 
Wednesday: 


Thursday: 


Friday: 


5:00  Jazz  II 

7:00  Aerobics 

4:30  Aerobics 

5:30  Street  Funk 
6:45  Abdomen 

12:30  Street  Funk 

1:30  Ballet 

2:30  Jazz  II 


meeting  on  a  weekly  basis  for  2 
1/2  hours,  making  time  for  the 
probationers  to  meet  their  re- 
porting obligations  and  for  them 
to  comply  with  any  drug  test  or- 
ders. This  constitutes  a  heavy 
probation  supervision  appropri- 
ate for  the  type  of  offender  ad- 
mitted to  the  program." 

Cormier  and  Ferrara 
will  work  with  Henry  E.  Cul- 
ver, Ed.D.,  of  Gardner  District 
Court  and  Paul  L.  Bail,  PhD., 
forensic  psychologist  to  study 
the  effectiveness  of  the  pro- 
gram. 

The  program  is  mod- 
elled on  the  "Changing  Lives 
Through  Literature"  programs 
at  New  Bedford  and  Lynn  Dis- 
trict Courts.  It  is  slated  to  begin 
in  January,  with  referrals  al- 
ready underway.  The  Respond- 
ing to  Literature  program  will 
be  offered  during  fall  and  spring 
semesters  on  Fitchburg  State's 
campus. 


Pepper,  cont.  from  pg.  1 

It  is  mandatory  to 
have  an  F.I.D.  card  to  purchase 
and  possess  any  type  of  spray 
defense  system.  Students  carry- 
ing red  pepper  spray  should 
make  sure  they  obtain  an  F.I.D. 
card  from  their  local  police  sta- 
tion. The  application  process 
takes  approximately  10  days  and 
costs  about  $5. 
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ACROSS 
1  Relaxes 
6  Fruit  drink 
9  Unhappy 

12  ■■—  You  Glad 
You're  You?" 

13  Green  fruit 

15  Weary 

16  The—" 
(Debbie 
Reynolds  film) 

18  Stake 

1 9  Superlative 
suffix 

20  Shipshape, 

21  Greater  in  size 
23  Shed 


25  Magna  — 

26  Poetic  word 

27  Texas  city 

28  Sault  —  Marie 
31  —  beam 

34  Kind  of  policy 

36  Dry 

37  Peeled 

39  " —  Karenina" 

40  Imposing  homes 

42  Sleds 

43  Omelet  need 

44  Finished 

45  Franklin 

46  Worship 
48  Comes  in 

52  Afr.  antelope 


54  Vended 

56  Fib 

57  Cheer  (for) 

58  One  behind 
another 

61  Extra 

62  Cupid 

63  Horseman 

64  Dined 

65  Wonder 

66  Bird  food 


DOWN 

1  Artist's  stand 

2  Get  up 

3  Actress  Berger 

4  Sch.  subj. 


5  Sparing  spender 

6  One-celled  plant 

7  Force 

8  Big  bird 

9  " —  of  six 
pence  ..." 

10  TV's  — 
Johnson 

11  Bambi.  e.g. 

14  Intertwined 

15  Tangy 

17  Advertising  gas 
22  Elvis  —  Presley 

24  Requires 

25  "—  Fear" 
27  Not  as  good 

29  Musical  sound 

30  Times  of  note 

31  Metallic  fabric 

32  "To  — .  and  a 
bone  ..." 

33  Asian  land 
35  Intimidate 

37  —  church 
mouse 
(destitute) 

38  Bancroft  or 
Meara 

41  Rocker  Billy  — 

42  Banks,  at  times 
45  Ringer 

47  Appointment 

49  Omit  a  syllable 

50  Angered 

51  Prophets 

52  "My  Friend  — " 

53  Debatable 

54  Winter  sight 

55  Monster  of  myth 

59  " —  Yankee 
Doodle  ..." 

60  Expression  of 
disgust 

Answers  on  page  11 


FSC  weight  room 
reconstruction 


byChadMuiiin 
Staff  writer: 

Renovation  has  begun  in  the  Parkinson  Gymnasium  to 
bring  the  students  of  Fitchburg  State  College  an  official  weight 
room.  According  to  Steve  Lanciam,  the  Director  of  Facilities, 
the  future  home  for  this  "muscular  fitness  center  will  be  the 
trainer's  room  and  the  classroom," 

The  trainer  will  be  moving  into  a  larger  space  in  the 
men's  locker  room  and  the  classroom  will  be  relocated  accord- 
ingly. 

Between  $4O,Q0G-$5G,OOQ  will  be  spent  to  build  this 
fitness  center.  L&H  Construction,  the  company  responsible  for 
the  new  Dance/Aerobics  Studio,  won  the  contract  to  build  the 
fitness  center.  The  project  involves  ^dropped  ceiling  with  sound 
absorbent  panels,  new  and  stronger  lighting  and  air  condition- 
ing. Rubber  flooring  will  be  laid  down  to  protect  the  floor  and 
to  absorb  sound. 

Both  new  and  used,  top  of  the  tine,  physical  fitness 
equipment  will  be  purchased  by  the  school.  The  project  is  sched- 
uled to  be  open  for  the  students  by  the  end  of  February. 

Lanciam  stressed  that  "the  students  come  first.  The 
purpose  of  this  center  is  to  offer  students  more  for  their  non- 
academic  hours." 


FSC  students  to 

present  play 


FSC  Press  Release 

The  Falcon  Players, 
Fitchburg  State  College's  stu- 
dent theatre  group,  will  perform 
Christopher  Durang's  comedy 
"The  Marriage  of  Bette  and 
Boo"  on  December  1,  2  and  3. 

Performances  will  be  at 
8  p.m.  each  night  in  the  college's 
Weston  Auditorium.  Tickets  are 
$7,  or  $4  for  students  and  senior 
citizens.  For  advance  reserva- 
tions, call  (508)  665-4492. 


The  play  will  be  di- 
rected by  Shane  Desmond  of 
Lunenburg,  a  freshman  unde- 
clared major. 

The  cast  includes  An- 
drew Bayiates  of  Billerica,  Guy 
D'Annolfo  of  Barre,  Dana 
Dunham  of  Abington,  Joanna 
Karamanos  of  Fitchburg,  Phil 
Maiewski  of  E.  Walpole,  Randy 
Meech  of  N.  Billerica,  Jessica 
Powers  of  Pepperell  and  Holly 
Vanasse  of  Reading. 


Shopping  Mall  Shuttles 

Each  weekend  we  take  you  on  trips  to  different 

N.E.  malls  for  3  hours  of  shopping. 

For  a  mall  schedule  call 

Daily  Adventures 
343-4688 


Wanted:  French  tutor. 

Flexible  availablity. 

Affordable  rates. 

Call  Kathy  @  343-4640 
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MACARONI  AU  FROM  AGE 

(EAT  WITH  GUSTO  FOR  ABOUT  S\<f  PER  SERVING) 


2  cups  macaroni  (pinwheels  are  fun) 

1  cup  sharp  cheddar  (grated) 

1/2  stick  butter 

1  tsp  Worcestershire  (if  you  like) 


1  cup  milk 
3  tbs  flour 
1  tsp  pepper 
1  tsp  salt 


Cook  macaroni  in  5  cups  salted,  boiling  water  for  15 
minutes  or  until  al  dente.  Drain.  In  a  separate  pot,  melt 
butter  and  mix  in  flour  over  low  heat.  Then,  stir  in  milk 
until  smooth.  Add  cheese,  salt,  pepper  and  Worcestershire. 
Stir  well.  Smother  macaroni.  Serves  4. 


Note:  For  your  nutritional  convenience,  citibank 

Classic  cards  are  accepted  at  over  11  million 
locations,  including  grocery  stores. 


WE'RE  LOOKING  OUT  FOR  YOU.5 

To  apply,  call   I  -800-CITIBANK. 
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When  parents  pay,  students  spend  more 


by  Marco  Buscaglia 
CPS 

Students  who  count  on 
Mom  and  Dad  to  foot  the  bill  for 
school  spend  a  lot  more  money 
in  college  than  students  who  are 
paying  their  own  way,  says  a 
new  study  by  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau. 

According  to  the  re- 
port, "Dollars  for  Scholars:  Post- 
secondary  Costs  and  Financing," 
independent  students  spend  an 
average  of  $  1 ,923  per  year,  com- 
pared to  the  $4,387  spent  by  stu- 
dents who  depend  upon  their 
parents  for  money. 

Additionally,  depen- 
dent students  are  more  likely  to 
attend  college  full-time  at  more 
expensive  universities,  while  in- 


dependent students  struggle  to  fit 
their  classes  in  between  work 
schedules  at  local  and  state 
schools. 

Both  dependent  and 
independent  students  rely  on 
the  government  for  financial 
help,  as  more  than  half  of  today's 
students  use  financial  aid,  the 
study  said.  The  average  mon- 
etary amount  of  aid  for  each  stu- 
dent was  $2,919. 

More  than  3  million 
students  took  out  loans  during 
the  1993  academic  year  to  help 
pay  for  their  education.  The 
loans  averaged  $3,155  per  stu- 
dent. But  many  of  those  students 
receiving  loans  and  financial  aid 
were  forced  to  take  part-time 
jobs  to  fund  their  education. 


finding  a  way  to  finance  post- 
secondary  education  may  be  as 
much  of  a  challenge  as  the  aca- 
demic training  they  will  have  to 
master,"  said  Rebecca  Sutterlin, 
one  of  the  report's  authors. 

That's  not  exactly 
news  to  many  college  students. 
"Anytime  you  have  to  work  to 
put  yourself  through  school,  it's 
going  to  cut  into  your  classes," 
said  Lester  Birden,  a  sophomore 
at  Wayne  State  University  in 
Detroit.  "I  have  to  completely 
adjust  my  class  schedule  to  my 
work  schedule.  Most  people 
can  do  it  the  other  way  around." 

Birden,  who  delivers 
pizzas  and  works  as  a 
telemarketer,  admits  that  he 
sometimes  misses  class  because 


"For  many  students,        he's  too  tired  from  work.  "But 


Project  Enable  hosts  Open  House 


by  Janice  Gaidanowicz 
Project  Enable  Coordinator 

Project  Enable  will 
host  an  Open  House  on  Decem- 
ber 8,  from  12:00  to  2:30  p.m. 
The  office  is  located  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building 
across  from  the  Academic  Suc- 
cess Writing  Skills  Lab.  Stu- 
dents, faculty  and  staff  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  meet  the 
Project  Director,  Willa  Peterson 
and  the  Project  Coordinator, 
Janice  Gaidanowicz.  Students 
are  invited  to  see  the  offices  and 
to  leam  about  the  project.  Re- 
freshments will  be  served. 

Project  Enable  is  a  fed- 


erally funded  program  offering 
a  variety  of  services  to  FSC  stu- 
dents who  have  disabilities  such 
as,  but  not  limited  to,  learning, 
mobility,  visual,  hearing,  head 
injuries,  psychiatric  or  systemic 
disabilities.  The  goal  of  the  pro- 
gram is  to  expand  career  aware- 
ness and  career  opportunities  for 
students  with  disabilities. 

The  program  is  de- 
signed to  encourage  greater  in- 
volvement in  extra-curricular 
activities  and  the  use  of  campus 
career  services,  such  as  the  adap- 
tive computer  lab,  classroom 
accommodations  and  career 
placement  workshops,  intern- 
ships and  extern  programs.  Ca- 


reer education,  counseling,  peer 
support  groups,  decision-mak- 
ing assistance,  disability  aware- 
ness education  and  advocacy 
are  some  of  the  services  avail- 
able through  Project  Enable. 

The  mission  of  Project 
Enable  is  also  to  provide  out- 
reach and  training  services  to 
FSC  personnel,  area  high  school 
students,  parents  and  potential 
employers.  The  Project  Enable 
office  is  open  Monday  through 
Friday  from  9  to  5  for  appoint- 
ments, with  drop-in  hours  on 
Wednesday  from  9-3  and  Thurs- 
day from  9-12. 


Winter  Concert  slated  for  7th 


FSC  Press  Release 

The  Fitchburg  State 
College  Humanities  Department 
will  present  its  annual  Winter 
Concert  on  December  7  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  Weston  Auditorium. 

The  evening  will  fea- 
ture performances  by  the  FSC 
Chamber  Choir  and  Chorus,  di- 
rected by  Therese  Provenzano 
and  accompained  on  the  piano 
by  Olga  Rogach,  as  well  as  the 
FSC  Jazz  Ensemble  and  Concert 


Band,  directed  by  Dr.  Frank 
Patterson. 

While  there  will  be  a 
variety  of  music  performed, 
much  of  the  concert  will  cel- 
ebrate the  holiday  season. 
Among  the  seasonal  favorites  by 
the  choral  groups  will  be  "Do 
You  Hear  What  I  Hear"  and 
"The  Carol  of  the  Bells."  Joanna 
Karamanos,  Tim  Lambert,  and 
Kerry  Paquette  will  be  the  fea- 
tured soloists  in  selections  from 


"Les  Miserables,"  and  Michelle 
Schofield  will  sing  "The  Lion 
Sleeps  Tonight."  The  vocal  pro- 
gram will  also  include  the  spiri- 
tual "Ride  the  Chariot,"  and 
music  by  Mozart,  Palestrina, 
and  DiLasso. 

Tickets  are  $2  and  are 
available  at  the  door  on  the  night 
of  the  concert.  Senior  citizens 
and  children  are  admitted  free. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Dr.  Patterson  at  665-3278. 
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Jburg  Street,  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 
(508)342-1312 

OFF  WITH  STUDENT  ID 

Call  or  walk  in 


it's  something  I  have  to  deal 
with,"  he  said,  adding  that  his 
student  loans  don't  cover  all  of 
his  costs.  "I  have  to  make  a 
choice  between  missing  some 
notes  or  losing  money.  I'm  not 
in  the  position  where  I  can  lose 
my  job." 

While  Birden  said  he 
sometimes  gets  bitter  over  stu- 
dents who  have  their  education 
paid  for  by  their  parents,  he 
thinks  he  is  already  learning 
valuable  lessons  both  in  and  out 
of  the  classroom.  "I  always  hear 
people  say  that  they  deliver 
pizza  for  beer  money,"  said 
Birden.  "That's  fine,  but  I  do  it 
to  pay  for  my  classes  and  my 
rent.  People  talk  about  the  'real 
world'  when  you  get  out  of 
school,  but  I  feel  like  I'm  already 


in  it." 

Birden  also  under- 
stands that  since  he's  paying  for 
classes,  he  might  as  well  get  the 
most  from  them.  "I  don't  want 
to  get  a  D  in  a  class  I  spend  a 
few  hundred  bucks  for,"  he  said. 
"I  want  to  get  the  most  for  my 
money." 

According  to  the  cen- 
sus report,  the  average  student 
makes  $979  a  year  from  employ- 
ment. Birden  said  he  makes  that 
in  a  month. 

But  despite  the  30-40 
hours  of  work  he  puts  in  a  week, 
he  claims  that  his  classes  really 
don't  suffer.  "I've  really  learned 
how  to  manage  my  days  more 
effectively,"  he  said.  "I  just 
don't  spend  a  lot  of  time  sitting 
around." 


Volunteers  needled 

for  First  Night 


by  Cynthia  Trainque 
Strobe  staff 

Looking  for  a  different 
way  to  welcome  in  1995?  How 
about  volunteering  for  a  few 
hours  at  the  New  Year's  Eve  ac- 
tivities (First  Night)  to  be  held 
in  both  Fitchburg  and 
Leominster.  This  is  a  non-alco- 
holic celebration  of  the  arts  and 
culture,  an  off-shoot  of  the  same 
event  being  held  in  Boston  and 
Worcester. 

Forty  volunteers  are 
needed  at  20  different  sites  in  the 
two  cities.  Positions  available 
include  site  managers,  escorts, 
and  button  sellers.  The  buttons 
cost  $5  and  are  used  to  gain  en- 
trance into  all  40  sites.  Volun- 


teers are  also  needed  for 
children's  booths  (face-painting, 
games,  etc.)  and  a  special  booth 
for  pre-schoolers. 

The  events  will  be  cen- 
tered in  the  downtown  areas  of 
the  two  cities  at  places  such  as 
City  Hall,  St.  Mark's  Church,  the 
library,  the  historical  society  in 
Leominster,  and  at  the  Art 
Muesum,  Faith  United  Parish, 
Christ  Church,  and  Rollstone 
Center  in  Fitchburg. 

Some  events  actually 
begin  in  the  afternoon  and  end 
by  5:00  p.m.  Students,  staff,  and 
teachers  can  volunteer.  For 
more  information  or  to  volunteer 
please  call  Deb  Rogers  at  537- 
679 1  evenings  between  6-9  p.m. 


The  Lion  King 
brings  no  worries 


by  Cheryl  Desrocbes 

er 


Hakuna  matata  means  "no  worries,"  something  few 
people  can  claim  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Luckily,  Timooe,  Pumha  and  the  rest  of  "The  Lion 
King"  gang  are  back  in  theaters  to  give  yon  a  problem-free 
hour  and  a  half  vacation  from  ail  your  worries, 

Disney's  thirty-second  animated  feature  teib  of  a 
lion  cub  named  Simba,  who  loses  the  throne  to  his  evil  uncle 
Scar,  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He  runs  away  to  a  life  of 
no  worries  with  his  friends  Timone  and  Pumba  until  an 
image  of  his  father  makes  him  return  to  his  homeland  to 
redeem  what  is  rightfully  his. 

♦The  Linn  King*  was  taken  out  of  theaters  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  so  that  it  could  be  re-released  for  the  holiday 
season;  this  is  the  perfect  time  for  stressed  students,  rest- 
less children,  and  weary  holiday  shoppers  to  immerse  them- 
selves into  the  adventures  of  Simba,  the  Lion  King. 

This  film  is  Disney's  first  animated  feature  that  is 
not  based  on  a  fable  or  a  literary  work.  It  also  contains  no 
human  characters.  Its  soundtrack  contains  songs  that  are 
catchy  and  simple  to  follow,  so  don't  be  surprised  if  you 
find  yourself  humming  along  as  you  leave  the  theater. 
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by  Randy  Miner 
Strobe  staff 

As  another  semester 
quickly  comes  to  an  end,  the 
bookstore  is  once  again  offering 
students  the  opportunity  to  sell 
textbooks  back  for  cash  return. 
This  process  is  called 
"buyback." 

In  order  for  the  book- 
store to  buy  textbooks  back,  they 
must  be  in  good  condition.  The 
bindings  must  be  in  good  shape, 
with  covers  and  all  pages  intact. 
The  pages  should  be  free  of  any 
highlighting,  underlining,  or 
notes  which  make  the  text  illeg- 
ible. Study  guides  and  work- 
books must  be  "like  new"  and 
completely  free  of  writing.  If 
you  are  a  student  who  loves  to 
doodle  on  each  page,  you  should 
probably  consider  selling  the 


text  to  another  student  because 
the  bookstore  will  not  take  it 
back. 

The  bookstore  offers  to 
pay  students  50%  of  the  selling 
price  for  hardcover  and  large- 
format  soft  cover  textbooks  in 
good  condition.  The  texts  must 
be  in  "demand,"  meaning  the 
professor  is  using  the  same  text 
the  following  semester,  and  the 
bookstore  is  not  overstocked. 

However,  when  the 
textbooks  are  no  longer  in  de- 
mand, the  bookstore  will  pay 
students  the  current  price  the 
market  is  paying  for  that  title. 
Then  the  text  may  be  recycled 
or  used  in  the  book  distribution 
market. 

The  best  time  to  sell 
your  used  books  is  during  finals 
week  at  the  end  of  the  term.  By 
this  time,  the  bookstore  has  re- 


ceived book  orders  from  most  of 
the  faculty  and  the  "demand"  for 
certain  titles  will  be  high.  This 
means  the  bookstore  can  pay  you 
more  for  your  used  books. 

Mike  Flynn,  the  book- 
store manager,  says  his  goal  is 
"to  provide  students  with  qual- 
ity merchandise  and  the  best  ser- 
vice. We  welcome  your  com- 
ments and  suggestions  since 
they  will  help  us  serve  you  bet- 
ter." 

This  semester's 

buyback  will  be  held  in  G- 
Lobby  the  week  of  December  12 
through  December  16,  and  also 
on  Monday,  December  19. 
Buyback  will  take  place  from 
9:30  till  4:00  each  day.  Don't 
forget  to  bring  your  FSC  student 
ID  with  you  to  verify  identifica- 
tion! 


MUSIC  MANOR  VIDEO 
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low  in  Thompson  Hall. 

•  Female  student  with  sprained 

to  Burbank  ER, 


Missing  Person*  Checking  with  Fiicbburg  Police  re- 
gard ing  missing  male.  Located  subject 
Request  For  Police-  Elevator  stuck  in  the  Campus 
Center  with  students  inside.  Elevator  opened  and 
put  out  of  order, 

November  IS,  1994 


local  youths  running 
1  bothering  residents 


Jriveu  in  vppcr 


transported  to  Bur  bank. 

Protective  Custody-  One  female  subject. 

Medical/Rescue  Call-  Female  student  taken  to 

Health  Services. 

Motor  Vehicle-  Accident  in  Condike  Lot    Van 

backed  into  a  tree. 

Disturbance-  Fight  in  progress  in  front  of  Herlihv 

Hall.  Ran  upon  seeing  the  cruiser. 

November  18, 1994 

Vandalism-  To  FS€  property  outside  Herlthy  Hall 
Request  For  Police-  Report  of  intoxicated  person 
causing  a  disturbance  in  the  lobby  of  Russell  Tow- 
ers. Subject  left  prior  to  our  arrival- 
Request  For  Police-  Report  of  a  i»»b  with  a  pos- 
sible shotgun  in  the  woods  across  from  McKay 
School*.  Located  subject  and  ID'd  him  as  an  Envi- 
ronmental Police  Officer  looking  for  a.n  injured 
deer. 

larceny-  Of  personal  property  at  the  New  Halls. 
Property  found  later  secured  in  another  partof  the 


November  19, 1994 

Drug  Violation-  At  RusscH  Towers,  Char 
filed. 

Fire  Alarm-  At  Aubuchon  Hall  and  Rus 
'■■.*:rs.:.  i:  ■■:':■■: 

Motor  Vehicle.  Towed  from  North  St  L< 
pired  plate. 

Request  For  Fobce-  Patron  at  Campus  j 
ported  a  fight  involving  knives  in  progrcs; 
property.  Checked  area,  nothing  found. 
Special  Assignment- Speaking  with  Satin 
Session  tour  groups. 

Recovered  Stolen  Property-  Taken  f 
Hammond  Building  found  in  Aubuchon  I 
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Letters  to  the  Editor: 

Faculty  stand  down  from  committee 


It  is  with  deep  regret 
that  the  hardworking  faculty  and 
librarians  of  Fitchburg  State 
College  have  had  to  vote  to 
stand-down  from  the  current 
search  for  a  new  President  at 
FSC. 

It  is  the  position  of  the 
faculty  and  librarians  that  we 
have  unique  contributions  to 
bring  to  the  framing  of  questions 
and  articulation  of  issues  that  the 

search  committee  must  address. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  a  broad 
range  of  faculty  expertise  will 
enhance  the  likelihood  that  a  fine 
president  of  the  stature  we  have 
grown  accustomed  to  will  be 
selected. 

We  are  concerned,  for 
instance,  that  the  initial  adver- 
tisement for  the  president  was  a 
rather  "generic  Brand  X  adver- 
tisement" similar  to  the  ads 
placed  by  numeious  other  col- 
leges. No  mention  was  made  of 
our  uniquely  "uncommon" 


qualities,  our  exceptional  under- 
graduate curriculum  or  the  co- 
gent points  of  our  mission  as  a 
college. 

We  are  a  proud, 
hardworking  faculty  and  we  in- 
sist on  involvement  in  every 
phase  of  our  work.  That  is  what 
President  Mara  has  encouraged 
in  the  past  and  that  is  the  kind  of 
President  we  want  in  the  future. 
Beginning  the  process  without 
faculty  input  was  a  grave  mis- 
take. Limiting  us  to  two  faculty 
search  representatives  for  the 
president  of  a  great  institution  of 
learning  does  not  provide  for  the 
breadth  and  scope  of  expertise 
that  is  needed  for  this  process. 

The  public  needs  to 
know  that  at  an  open  meeting  of 
the  FSC  Board  of  Trustees  last 
week,  a  delegation  of  concerned, 
senior  faculty  members  ap- 
proached the  Board  in  the  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  conciliation. 


One  last  time  . . 


The  infamous  Mastur- 
bation Article  [Practice  safe  sex: 
masturbate,  Issue6]  has  created 
a  real  stir  in  the  FSC  community. 
What  astounds  me  is  why  it's 
such  a  big  issue.  Yes,  the  article 
was  presented  poorly,  but  it  was 
original  and  truthful.  Why  is  the 
hard  fact  that  many  people  en- 
gage in  self-stimulation  viewed 
as  so  dirty?  Do  stagnant  "old- 
fashioned"  minds  wish  to  keep 
masturbation  hidden  in  the 
closet  along  with  homosexual- 
ity? 

What  bothers  me  more 
than  this  ill-written  piece  is  that 
religion  must  enter  the  liberal 
forum  of  a  college  newspaper. 
["Masturbation  is  a  sin",  Issue  8] 
It's  natural  for  humans  to  seek 
pleasure  and  reject  pain,  and 
masturbation  pains  no  one.  It's 


an  individual  expression.  It  em- 
braces the  self-knowledge  one 
gains  from  one's  own  body.  If 
you  ask  any  man  or  woman  will- 
ing to  be  truthful,  they  will  tell 
you  they  have  masturbated. 

In  our  most  raw,  natu- 
ral form,  we  are  animals.  We 
may  be  creatures  from  God,  but 
so  is  the  monkey  masturbating 
in  the  cage.  Who  will  tell  this 
primate  (maybe  our  closet  rela- 
tive) that  its  pleasure-seeking  is 
immoral?  What  separates  us 
from  that  monkey  who  engages 
in  self -stimulation  is  our  capac- 
ity for  compassion  and  caring. 
Jesus  preached  compassion  — 
"Judge  not  lest  ye  are  judged." 
If  we  are  loving,  compassionate 
humans  and  don't  hurt  others 
with  our  actions,  why  is  it  im- 
moral to  engage  in  self-stimula- 


The  careful  and  thoughtful  pre- 
sentations by  three  of  our  most 
senior  and  respected  faculty 
members  did  not  result  in  the 
dialogue  we  hoped  for.  Only 
two  Board  members  supported 
us  in  our  calm  and  reasoned  ap- 
peal to  be  included  in  the  pro- 
cess with  four  representatives. 
We  once  again  call 
upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
reconsider  its  refusal  to  allow 
fair  representation  of  duly 
elected  members  of  the  faculty. 
We  are  prepared  to  rejoin  the 
process  as  soon  as  the  Board 
provides  us  with  fair  and  elected 
representation.  We  call  upon 
the  public  to  contact  the  Board 
of  Trustees  to  insist  that  we  be 
fairly  represented  in  this  search 
process. 

Professor  Charles  Hetzel 
for  The  Executive  Committee 
MSCA-Fitchburg  Chapter 


tion? 

While  in  college,  stu- 
dents are  granted  the  opportu- 
nity to  open  their  minds.  Sti- 
fling an  open  mind  will  draw  us 
further  from  truth  and  therefore 
stifle  our  intellectual  growth. 
Students  should  express  opin- 
ions, but  this  student  embraces 
the  teachings  of  an  antiquated 
and  sometimes  hypocritical 
church.  Perhaps  she  does  feel 
strongly  about  the  immorality  of 
masturbation,  but  please  look  at 
the  issue  one  more  time.  By 
expressing  your  opinion  so  ada- 
mantly you  preach  to  many  car- 
ing compassionate  people,  who 
happen  to  engage  in  self-stimu- 
lation, that  we're  immoral.  In 
my  opinion,  THAT  is  a  sin! 
Amie  Alden-Wudyka 
FSC  student 


Multiculturalism: 
Fad  of  the  '90's 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 


The  initial  purpose  of  nTulticulluratism  was  to  invite  an 
open-roindedness  to  the  current  curriculum.  Due  to  the  unfamil- 
iariry  in  world-wide  literature,  few  professors  are  capable  of  truly 
understanding  and  thus  integrating  the  works  of  other  cultures 
into  their  teaching  practices  without  damaging  the  essence  of  the 
art  form.  Because  of  tms,  multiculturalism  has  disintegrated  into 
a  fad. 

No  one  can  blame  the  professors  for  not  understanding 
what  isn' 1  familiar  to  them.  If,  at  times,  they  seem  to  be  forcing 
the  issue,  it's  because  they  are,  Multiculturalism  is  in  vogue  and 
the  college  administration  knows  it.  Therefore,  professors  are 
somewhat  obliged  to  shove  it  down  the  students'  throats,  even  if 
it's  not  that  good.  If  it's  good,  fine,  but  don't  force-feed  some- 
one crap  just  because  it's  stylish. 

This  also  goes  for  .traditionally  taught  literature.  Stu- 
dents are  bombarded  by  an  overwhelming  amount  of  European 
and  North  American  literature,  not  all  ol  which  is  top-notch  qual- 
ity. But  tradition  has  dictated  education.  The  genius  of  past 
writers  such  as  Shakespeare  and  Milton  are  cause  for  the  general 
blind  acceptance  of  white  males  as  the  superior  literary  masters. 

Yes,  an  effort  needs  to  be  made  to  integrate  quality  writ- 
ing by  authors  of  diverse  racial  backgrounds  into  our  curricu- 
lum. Multicuituraiismin  theory  is  long  overdue  Weare  behind 
the  times  in  exposing  ourselves  to  other  voices.  However,  the 
original  ideal  has  been  diluted,  The  once  solid  principles  of 
multiculturalism  have  been  liquified  by  educators  and  foree-fed 
to  students.  The  students  in  turn  have  responded  by  regurgitat- 
ing this  information  in  a  senseless  mass  that  no  longer  holds  the 
form  it  once  did. 

Last  semester  I  overheard  a  group  of  education  majors 
discussing  what  the  content  of  their  class  project  should  be  One 
student  said  to  the  others,  "It  should  having  something 
multicultural  in  it"  Fair  enough,  you  might  think  Why  not? 
Here  is  a  person  going  out  of  their  way  to  adhere  to  an  acceptable 
practice  no  doubt  favored  by  that  person's  professor.  It  was  an 
insincere  attempt.  The  gesture  held  an  uncomfortable  stiffness, 
similar  to  that  which  a  person  f  eels  when  coming  in  contact  with 
a  person  of  a  different  racial  group  or  sexual  orientation  who 
they  are  not  used  to  dealing  with.Thisdedicated  follower  of  fash- 
ion Is  a  functioning  example  of  the  average  student's  reaction  to 
multiculturalism  It  has  become  a  segregated  institution,  not  an 
integrated  entity.  The  soul  of  multiculturalism  is fading. 


Open  stacks  in  the  library 


This  letter  is  in  re- 
sponse to  an  article  in  the  No- 
vember 16  issue  of  the  Strobe 
entitled  "Newspapers  kept  unor- 
ganized." 

The  library  staff  agrees 
with  the  writer's  opening  com- 
ments that  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege has  one  of  the  finest  librar- 
ies of  the  state  colleges.  One 
reason  may  be  the  'open  stack' 
policy  which  allows  all  patrons 
easy  access  to  all  materials  in  the 
library — be  it  books,  journals, 
records,  and,  yes,  newspapers. 
Unfortunately,  a  very  real  haz- 
ard with  such  a  policy  means 
material  being  in  use,  missing, 
and/or  abused. 

All  library  users  should 


know  that  of  the  seven  daily 
newspapers  available  in  the  Li- 
brary, only  two  are  not  replaced 
by  microfilm:  Boston  Herald 
and  the  Telegram  &  Gazette. 
Newsprint  accumulates  and  de- 
teriorates quickly,  so  as  soon  as 
film  is  received,  the  paper  issues 
are  discarded.  With  the  Boston 
Herald  and  Telegram  &  Gazette, 
however,  paper  issues  are  kept 
on  the  shelves  for  three  months. 
The  staff  organizes  the  newspa- 
per area  on  a  weekly  basis,  and 
readers  in  this  area  will  note  the 
newspapers  have  been  reshelved 
in  a  smaller  area. 

Janice  Ouellette 
Periodicals  Department 
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Homecoming  was 


by  Andrew  Taylor 
Staff  writer 

As  another  fall  semes- 
ter comes  to  a  close,  I  ask  my- 
self yet  again,  what  happened  to 
Homecoming  and  all  the  fun 
events? 

Since  I  arrived  at  FSC, 
I  have  been  amazed  at  how  poor 
Homecoming  has  been.  In  the 
past  I  have  visited  numerous 
other  schools  during  their 
Homecomings.  Some  of  these 
schools  were  bigger  than  FSC, 
but  some  were  smaller.  No  mat- 
ter the  size,  they  all  organized 
weekends  full  of  events,  dedi- 
cated not  only  to  alumni,  but  to 
the  present  students  enrolled  in 
their  institutions. 

I'm  not  saying  that 
FSC  doesn't  try  to  organize 
events  for  the  annual  weekend, 
because  they  have  an  entire  cal- 
endar of  events  scheduled.  What 
I  am  saying  is  that  the  events  are 
not  what  the  student  body  and 
alumni  want.  It's  wonderful  that 
reunions  are  set  up  and  that  there 
is  an  alumni  volleyball  game, 
but  what  about  the  students  who 
are  on  campus  now,  and  the 
alumni  who  never  played  volley- 
ball? 

Each  year  the  college  is 
aware  that  there  will  be  the  tra- 
ditional Homecoming  football 
game  but  nothing  is  ever  done 
to  promote  school  spirit  for  the 
game.  What's  stopping  the 
school  from  having  a  pep  rally 
on  the  Quad  or  in  the  gymna- 
sium? An  event  such  as  this  may 
interest  the  present  students  and 
possibly  the  alumni,  and  would 
also  allow  students  and  alumni 
to  interact.  Amy  Bujnowski  '92 
said  this  about  Homecoming:  "I 


would  come  back  if  there  was 
anything  worth  coming  back 
for."  This  appears  to  be  the  atti- 
tude of  many  alumni,  and  it's  un- 
fortunate because  there's  so 
much  that  could  be  done. 

Another  event  that 
could  bring  school  spirit  to  FSC 
might  be  a  Homecoming  Carni- 
val that  could  take  place  at  the 
McKay  softball  field  or  at  the 
practice  football  field.  This 
event  could  feature  carnival 
games,  food  carts  and  bands.  If 
an  event  like  this  were  to  take 
place,  I  can't  help  but  think  that 
it  would  be  a  huge  success. 

Before  arriving  at  FSC, 
I  heard  of  Spree  Days,  when 
bands  would  appear  and  every- 
one had  a  great  time.  I  also 
looked  through  old  yearbooks 
and  saw  events  such  as  the  "Bed 
Races"  in  which  teams  would 
come  and  run  around  with  a  per- 
son in  a  bed.  These  events 
sounded  and  looked  like  a  great 
time  and  the  alumni  miss  them. 
As  for  the  present  students  on 
campus,  they  have  never  seen 
them. 

The  event  of  Home- 
coming should  be  one  that 
people  look  forward  to  each 
year.  They  should  be  excited 
about  going  to  the  pep  rally  on 
Friday  night  and  then  to  the 
game  and  campus  carnival  on 
Saturday.  Unfortunately,  alumni 
and  students  have  not  been  given 
the  opportunity  to  experience  all 
of  these  things. 

These  events  could 
happen  at  FSC  but  not  without 
planning  and  organization.  I 
hope  that  future  students  at  FSC 
will  have  something  to  get  ex- 
cited about  when  Homecoming 
rolls  around. 


Hate  your  roommate?!  Landlord  not  responsive?! 
Rent  and  utilities  too  high? !  Parking  sucks  and  snow 
is  coming!  MOVE!!!  Rent  a  safe,  clean,  quiet  apart- 
ment near  school .    345  -5 1 5  6 


ROOMMATE  wanted  to  share  2  bedroom  apartment. 
Near  school.  $200.  Includes  heat  and  hot  water. 
PARKING,  furniture,  appliances  available.  Respon- 
sible male  or  female  student  call  Linda  @  348-2246. 


SPRING  BREAK  '95-  SELL  TRIPS  EARN 
CASH  &  GO  FREE! ! !  Student  Travel  Sevices  is 
now  hiring  campus  representatives.  Lowest  rates 
to  Jamaica,  Cancun,  Daytona  and  Panama  City 
Beach.  Call  1-800-648-4849. 


Faculty  vital  for  search  committee 


by  Leo  Bray 
Strobe  staff 

Should  our  faculty  be 
allowed  the  four  representatives 
they  desire  on  the  Presidential 
Search  Committee?  Certainly. 
This  degree  of  representation 
will  more  adequately  ensure  that 
the  new  president  is  someone 
who  will  look  out  for  the  inter- 
ests of  students  and  faculty,  thus 
preserving  the  quality  of  educa- 
tion at  FSC. 

Many  people  are 
shocked  by  the  faculty's  with- 
drawal from  the  search  process, 
but  I'm  not.  They're  obviously 
counting  on  the  adage  "The 
squeaky  wheel  gets  the  grease." 
If  they  had  maintained  the  pro- 
posed level  of  representation 
while  pushing  for  more,  their 
case  would  not  have  brought  so 
much  attention.  They  see  the 
situation  as  being  desperate  and 
are  therefore  taking  desperate 
measures. 


Some  would  argue 
that  we  shouldn't  have  an  edu- 
cator as  a  president.  They  con- 
tend that  a  college  president 
should  be  a  good  business  per- 
son, someone  who  will  bring 
money  to  the  school.  They  be- 
lieve that  a  president  whose  pri- 
mary concern  is  education 
would  not  be  an  effective  ad- 
ministrator. 

However,  the  indi- 
vidual selected  as  the  next  presi- 
dent of  FSC  must  value  educa- 
tion. This  college  exists  to  e'du- 
cate  people.  It's  true  that  there 
is  a  heavy  dose  of  business  and 
administrating  that  goes  along 
with  the  job,  but  all  that  red  tape 
is  only  incidental  to  our  educa- 
tion. Someone  with  relatively 
little  concern  for  education  and 
an  effective  business  mind 
might  be  adept  at  managing  the 
finances  and  bureaucracy  of 
FSC,  but  such  a  person  is  not 
what  we  need. 


The  ideal  candidate  for 
the  position  of  FSC  president 
must  have  both  knowledge  of 
and  concern  for  the  quality  of 
education  here,  as  well  as  a  solid 
business  sense.  If  the  search 
committee  does  not  seek  people 
who  can  integrate  these  two 
sometimes  conflicting  qualities, 
we'll  be  in  some  kind  of  trouble. 
A  president  who  focusses  en- 
tirely on  either  business  or  edu- 
cation at  the  expense  of  the  other 
will  be  detrimental  to  the  college 
as  a  whole.  Too  much  yin  is  just 
as  harmful  as  too  much  yang. 

So  show  that  you  care 
and  write  to  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. I'm  going  to.  Although  the 
selection  of  a  new  president  will 
not  affect  me  because  I'll  be 
done  here  the  same  time  Presi- 
dent Mara  is,  I'm  still  concerned. 
I'm  worried  about  the  lack  of 
faculty  input  in  the  presidential 
search.  If  you  are  too,  put  your 
two  cents  in. 


MR.  COLLEGE 


presents*. 


BY  ANTHONY  RUBINO,  JR. 

wmmmmmmamii 


Write  Mr.  College  at:  PO  Box  30094 
Bethesda  MD  •  20824-0094 


Carol's  got  some  explaining  to  do 

when  Tiger  unearths  the  remains  of  her 

first  husband  in  the  back  yard. 


A  PARODY  •  ©Anthony  Rublno.  Jr.  1994  •  Distributed  by  Tribune  Media  Services. 
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Metropolitan  showcases  Impressionism 


by  David  Minchenberg 
Strobe  staff 


Deep  within  the 
Fountainbleau  Forest  thirty 
miles  south  of  Paris,  meadows 
filled  with  spring  flowers  meet 
vast  expanses  of  densely  shad- 
owed areas.  Cutting  perpendicu- 
larly into  both,  a  river  flows  gen- 
tly creating  a  harmonious  bal- 
ance between  opposites.  The 
balance  found  within  this  unique 
setting  gave  birth  to  one  of  the 
greatest  painting  genres,  impres- 
sionism. 

Along  this  river  bank, 
the  immortalized  icons  of  paint- 
ing, Claude  Monet,  Pierre 
Auguste  Renior,  Frederick 
Bazille,  Edgar  Degas,  Camille 
Pissaro  and  many  others  created 
a  style  and  technique  by  utiliz- 
ing the  emotional  inspiration  of 
passion,  grief,  pain,  joy,  sorrow 
and  love.  The  delicate  strokes 
and  dots  joined  together  to  pro- 
duce images  that  epitomize  the 
joy  of  living. 

New  York  City's  Met- 
ropolitan museum  of  Art  has  col- 
laborated with  the  French 
government  and  Museums 
throughout  the  world  to  as- 
semble the  most  extensive,  im- 


pressionistic paint- 
ings made  avail- 
able for  public  ex- 
hibition. The  Met- 
ropolitan Museum 
has  entitled  the  ex- 
hibit "The  Origins 
of  Impressionism 
1859-69."  The  ex- 
hibit will  continue 
until  Jan.  8,  1995. 
This  same  exhibit 
drew  record 

crowds  at  the 
Grand  Palais  in 
Paris  earlier  this 
year. 

The  style 
of  impressionism 
was  first  recog- 
nized when  pho- 
tographer   Felix 
Tournacho  (known 
as    Nadar)    dis- 
played works  in  his 
studio  in  1874.  The 
most  published  and 
illustrated       ex- 
amples of  impressionistic  paint- 
ings were  pieces  from  the  later 
years  from  about  1870  to  1885. 
However,  like  many  artistic 
movements,  time  frame  passes 
as  the  process  of  trial,  error  and 
experimentation  finally  become 
fully  developed. 


ak-^M*! 


The  Fifer"  by  Edouard  Manet 

Recognizing  the  criti- 
cal nature  of  a  birthing  and 
growth  process,  the 
Metropolitan's  exhibit  title  is 
self  explanatory.  Carefully  se- 
lecting specific  pieces  for  exhi- 
bition, chronologically  illus- 
trates the  transition  from  birth 


to  growth  of  this 
artist  style. 

Inspiration 
and  artistic  free- 
dom to  express  ev- 
ery day  life  was 
paramount.  Emile 
Zola  (19th  century 
Novelist)  empha- 
sized this  when  he 
said  "We  are  now 
face  to  face  with 
the  only  reality,  and 
shall  encourage  our 
painters  to  portray 
us  on  their  canvas 
just  as  we  are  with- 
out modern  clothes 
and  ways." 

Youthful  in- 
nocence benefitted 
the  artists  with  a 
naive  utopic  per- 
spective. In  1865 
(the  middle  of  the 
impressionistic 
movement),  Monet 
was  26,  Renior  25, 
and  Bazille  24.  Like  most  typi- 
cal artist's  starvation  (with  the 
exception  of  Bazille  who  was  of 
French  aristocracy),  poverty  and 
lack  of  notoriety  were  prevalent. 
It  was  the  dreamer's  personality 
combined  with  determination 


and  persistence  that  continued 
the  movement.  Unfortunately, 
potential  constraints  of  artistic 
freedom,  threatened  by  the 
Franco-Prussian  war  of  1870, 
disbanded  this  united  group  of 
artists  sending  each  to  different 
countries  pursuing  different 
genres. 

Significant  pieces  in- 
cluded in  this  retrospective  are 
Edouard  Manet's  "The  Fifer,"  a 
side-by-side  comparison  of 
Monet  and  Renior 's  depiction  of 
the  same  restaurant  La 
Grenouillere,  and  Courbet's 
woman  with  a  parrot.  Highlight- 
ing the  willingness  to  help  each 
other,  the  models  in  Monet's 
"Le  Dejeune  sur  l'Herbe"  in- 
clude Gustave  Courbet,  Frederic 
Bazille  and  Camille,  Monet's 
mistress. 

In  the  November  issue 
of  Arts  and  Antiques,  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  effort  put  forth  by 
the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
to  assemble  this  exhibit  took  al- 
most ten  years.  The  likelihood 
of  this  quality  of  work  being  as- 
sembled again  is  virtually  non- 
existent. The  modest  sum  of  $7 
admits  students  to  the  education 
of  a  lifetime. 


Mould  with  Sugar  on  top  at  Toad's 


by  Kevin  Robertson 
Contributing  writer 

Sugar's  loud,  explosive 
sound  hit  the  audience  at  Toad's 
Place  in  New  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut, Nov.  15  like  a  bullet  to  the 
chest,  as  the  band  tore  through 
their  latest  music. 

Beginning  their  set 
with  "Gift",  the  first  track  off 
their  latest  album  "File  Under 
Easy  Listening",  they  never 
came  out  of  the  distortion  box 
the  whole  night.  During  previ- 
ous shows  they've  pulled  out 
acoustics,  but  for  this  perfor- 
mance they  opted  for  faster, 
heavier  arrangements. 

When  Bob  Mould,  gui- 
tarist of  this  power  trio,  takes  the 
stage,  he  looks  much  like 
Charlie  Brown.  But  when  he 
dons  his  Stratocaster  he  becomes 
possessed  by  a  demon.  His  eyes 
roll  into  the  back  of  his  head  and 
he  starts  to  rock  back  and  forth 
to  the  time  of  the  song.  And 
when  he  begins  to  play  the  gui- 
tar, it's  like  he's  been  given  a  gift 
from  Hell. 


Since  the  early  80s, 
Mould  has  been  ripping  the  gui- 
tar to  shreds.  Starting  in  the  punk 
band  Husker  Du,  he  wrote  all 
their  best  songs.  After  that  band 
hit  its  creative  limit,  he  went  out 
on  his  own  to  record  "Work- 
book", a  moody,  acoustic  album 
and  ripped  back  into  the  electric 
on  "Black  Sheets  of  Rain"  (both 
are  recommended). 

After  a  lengthy  hiatus, 
he  debuted  Sugar  with  the  re- 
lease "Copper  Blue",  which  es- 
tablished Sugar  as  a  fit  replace- 
ment for  Husker  Du. 

Most  of  the  songs  they 
played  at  Toad's  Place  are  like 
REM  through  a  Jimi  Hendrix 
fuzzbox,  but  they  dabbled  in  the 
obscure  on  occasion.  "Come 
Around",  from  the  EP 
"Beaster",  was  a  psychedelic  trip 
that  Mould  showed  the  utmost 
passion  during.  The  highlight  of 
the  night  though  came  during  the 
encore,  when  they  played  "Ex- 
plode and  Make  Up"  and  "I 
Could  Change  Your  Mind"  . 
"Explode"  is  a  slow,  distorted 


dirge  about  quitting  smoking 
which,  arguably,  is  their  best 
song  while  "Change  Your 
Mind"  is  a  happy-go-lucky 
break-up  song  that  delights  in 
its  bubble  gum  "popiness".  Both 
were  the  perfect  ending  to 
Sugar's  set. 

The  rest  of  the  perfor- 
mance consisted  of  songs  from 
"Copper  Blue",  "Beaster", 
"File"  and  even  a  few  from 
Husker  Du.  Radio  staples  such 
as  "The  Act  We  Act",  "Help- 
less", "Changes",  "Hoover 
Dam"  and  "Your  Favorite 
Thing"  peppered  a  strong  two- 
hour  set  (unheard  of  in  these 
days  of  one  hour  and  fifteen 
minute  shows).  Even  the  open- 
ing act  Magna  Pop  was  a  strong 
enough  band  to  make  the  long 
wait  worth  it. 

The  final  touch  to  the 
night  happened  when  the  guitar 
player  for  Magna  Pop  and  Sugar 
jammed  on  "You  Really  Got 
Me"  by  the  Kinks.  Mould  al- 
lowed himself  one  more  chance 
to  become  possessed. 


On  the  Edge  of  mediocrity 

by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

On  Edge;  "On  Edge" 

**m 

From .Motown records,  the  s^tie  company  who  pro- 
duces Queen  Latifah  and  Boy  z  It  Men,  comes  an  album  from 
another  trio  of  sirens  who  call  themselves  On  Edge.  The  group 
has  an  extremely  familiar  sound  similar  to  Zhane,  the  top  forty 
duo  who  is  also  produced  by  Motown. 

Talented  i  n  their  vocal  range  yet  timid  in  their  vol- 
ume, the  three  females  turn  out  several  generic  songs  that 
sound  all  too  typical  of  today's  hiphop  slams  .Members  Jasz 
and  ShaBop  provide  the  lead  vocal  talent,  while  member  Tha 
Rhythum  sings  the  rap  segments  in  each  song. 

The  eleven  tracks,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  all 
sound  similar  after  extended  listening.  The  spngs  on  the  first 
half  of  the  album  have  slow  and  sexy  groove  appeal  Some  of 
the  songs,  such  as  "Would  U  Lie  to:  Me'"  "On  the  Edge  of  My 
Bed'"  and  "Vibe"  have  too  many refrains  and  riot  enough  cho- 
ruses, not  typical  of  similar  sounding  top  forty  smashes  by 
groups  like  Zhane,  who  coineirientally  also  has  a  topforry  hit 

The  second  half  incorporates  a  street  sound  with 
some  funky  dance  tracks.  "69  Wayz"  is  by  far  the  best  track 
on  the  album.  It  has  a  booming  bass  fine  with  catchy  lyrics 
that  get  you  singing  after  bearing  it  just  once.  Also  excellent, 
"Life  on  the  Edge"  has  an  uptown  sound  added  to  it  by  the 
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Gallery  crafts  add  flare  to  the  ordinary 


"Mahogany  Bench"  by  Robert  E.  March 


by  Paula  Ferazzi 


The  "Musicians'  Quotes" 
Music  Rating  System 

*  "I've  got  the  most  beautiful  butt  in  the  world"  -  Dana  Carvey 
playing  George  Michaels 

**  "I  welcomed  it  (punch)  with  open  arms,  but  it  didn't  help 
any."  -  Pete  Townsend 

***  "I  don't  know  what  'Stairway  to  Heaven'  is  about  and  I 
wrote  the  lyrics."  -  Robert  Plant 

****  "I  don't  believe  in  Beatles.  I  just  believe  in  me."  -  John 
Lennon 

*****  "These  go  to  eleven."  -  Nigel  Tufnel 


Method    Man 
jazzes  its 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Method  Man:  "Tical" 
*** 


gangsta 


rap 


Method  Man's  "TicaT* 
is  a  new  release  of  hip-hoppish, 
jazzy  gangsta  rap  that  relies 
heavily  on  rhythm  and  the  mi- 
nor key. 

The  CD  opens  with  the 
eerie,  yet  humorous  intro  to  the 
title  track,  setting  the  mood  for 
the  rest  of  the  ride.  A  dialogue, 
Bruce  Lee  style,  is  mixed 
throughout  "Tical,"  but  the  main 
writers,  C.  Smith  and  R.  Diggs 
provide  some  strong  lyrics  to 
follow  and  in  some  cases  lead 
the  melody.  The  sparse  use  of  the 
horns  and  stringed  instruments 
(the  piano  especially)  inject  un- 
earthly intonations  into  a  num- 
ber of  the  songs.  Rhythm  is  king 
on  every  song  and  drives  the 
core  of  the  music.  Combine  all 
of  these  elements,  mix  them  in 
the  dark  tone  that  is  felt  when 
music  is  played  in  a  minor  key 
and  you  have  "Tical,"  an  ambi- 
tious, yet  laid-back  release. 


City 
streets  lend  much  of 
the  inspiration  to  the  lyr- 
ics, but  Method  Man 
isn't  hung  up  on  it  like  other 
performers  of  the  style  seem  to 
be.  They  deal  with  a  variety  of 
topics.  On  "Release  Yo'  Delf," 
Method  Man  uses  the  melody  of 
a  disco  hit  while  slamming  the 
black  music  scene  with  lyrics 
like,"All  you  bitches  and  niggas 
in  the  industry,  your  careers 
won't  be  lastin'  long."  Other 
songs  contemplate  bad  relation- 
ships and  portray  a  certain  disil- 
lusionment with  the  female  sex 
in  lines  such  as,  "If  you  can't  get 
yourself  a  ten,  the  least  you  can 
do  is  f — k  five  twos." 

The  lead  singer  shows 
his  sense  of  humor  by  making 
fun  of  his  own  speech  impedi- 
ment. Of  course,  if  he  took  the 
metal  wire  apparatus  out  of  his 
mouth  (as  shown  in  the  inner 
jacket  sleeve),  he  probably 
wouldn't  have  that  problem.  As 
a  whole  though,  Method  Man 
has  no  problem  saying  what  it 
wants  to  with  "Tical." 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

The  various  meanings 
of  the  word  'craft'  are  all  appli- 
cable to  the  art  displayed  in  the 
Hammond  Gallery.  The  Worces- 
ter Center  for  Crafts  will  show 
"Collaborative:  Fiber,  Wood, 
Metal,  and  Ceramics"  in  the  gal- 
lery until  December  16. 

The  exhibit  is  com- 
prised of  fiber  works  by  Johanna 
Evans,  wooden  furniture  by 
Robert  E.  March,  metal  compo- 
sitions by  Sarah  Nelson,  and  ce- 
ramic wares  by  Thomas 
O'Malley.  For  the  most  part, 
each  piece  takes  a  normal  item, 
such  as  a  vase,  and  adds  a  de- 
scriptive flare  to  an  ordinary 
object. 

One  of  the  more  in- 
triguing metal  pieces  by  Nelson, 
"Dreamtime"  is  of  a  night  time 
scene  where  half  a  bed  floats 
through  an  evening  sky  like  an 
orbiting  satellite.  Subtle  clouds 
are  softly  illuminated  while 
holes  punched  in  the  tin  back- 
ground make  up  what  appears  to 
be  the  Milky  Way.  The  piece  re- 


lates a  dreamy  feeling  to  the 
viewer. 

Set  apart  from  the 
other  pieces,  Nelson's  "Joy"  and 
"Comfort"  lend  insight  to  these 
feelings.  Within  a  portrait  of  two 
tiny  framed  apartment  build- 
ings, colorful  metal  wiring  dis- 
plays the  exuberance  associated 
with  joy  and  the  intimacy  of 
comfort. 

March's  "Mahogany 
Bench"  is  crafty  in  its  seemingly 
simplistic  design.  At  first 
glance,  the  bench  appears  to  be 
a  common  seat,  the  sort  one 
would  find  on  the  porch  at  their 
grandparents'  house.  However, 
further  investigation  reveals  that 
the  bench  is  asymmetric  in  com- 
position. For  example,  the  seat 
is  actually  longer  on  one  side 
than  the  other,  extending  out 
past  the  arm-rest  for  a  purely 
decorative  effect:  the  type  of  ob- 
stacle that  you  would  catch  your 
knee  on  while  running  around 
on  your  grandparents'  porch. 

O'Malley's  ceramic 
pieces  are  interesting  in  their 
slightly  distorted  form.  Vases, 


jars  and  other  basic  containing 
items  are  given  some  liveliness, 
but  are  not  fascinating  enough 
to  hold  the  average  viewer's  at- 
tention for  very  long.  The  out- 
side texture  and  design  on  some 
of  his  work  does  give  it  an  an- 
cient appearance,  as  though  it 
could  have  been  made  by  Native 
Americans  before  the  coming  of 
Columbus. 

Evans'  work  is,  quite 
frankly,  hard  to  figure  out.  Us- 
ing a  sewer's  arsenal,  she  has 
created  collages  very  similar  to 
the  ones  made  by  fourth  grad- 
ers. The  material,  such  as  the 
stamps,  appear  to  be  somewhat 
valuable,  but  not  worth  the  $250 
to  $500  asking  price.  Although, 
in  comparison  to  some  of  the 
other  works  ("Mahogany 
Bench"  costs  $3600),  Evans' 
collages  really  aren't  that  expen- 
sive. But  at  least  you  can  sit  on 
the  bench.  Of  course,  the  artist 
(March  as  well  no  doubt)  would 
argue  that  these  crafts  are  not 
made  to  be  useful,  but  rather  to 
be  enjoyed  for  their  visual  ap- 
peal. 
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Echobelly 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Staff  writer 


Echobelly: 
One" 

***3/4 


'Everyone's  Got 


Echobelly  '  s 
"Everyone's  Got  One"  is  the 
first  full-length  release  from  the 
British  pseudo-punk  group.  Al- 
though they  are  unique  in  their 
music,  they  have  been  com- 
pared to  Blondie  by  Paper 
Magazine  and  much  of  the 
sound  is  quite  similar. 
Echobelly  has  the  same  choppy, 
punkish  rhythm,  but  the  sound 
is  more  refined  and  flows  more 
smoothly.  Blondie's  "Shayla" 
has  sort  of  the  same  feel  as  some 
Echobelly  songs,  but  really  the 


two  stand  apart. 

Rolling  Stone  maga- 
zine wrote  that  Echobelly  con- 
tains "some  powerful  magic." 
The  .lead  singer  Sonya  Aurora- 
Madan  uses  strong  lyrics  to  ex- 
press her  experiences  with  rac- 
ism and  sexism  like  "Father, 
ruler,  king,  computer.  Don't  try 
to  pin  this  lady  down  with  vows 
and  flowers."  "Give  Her  a 
Gun,"  also  depicts  how  Aurora- 
Madan  feels  about  the  role  of 
gender  in  society  with  the  verse 
"a  woman's  group  is  still  a  sec- 
ond-class convention."  The  lyr- 
ics are  an  important  part  of  what 
the  group  stands  for. 

This  group  has  not  only 
been  looked  at  for  musical  tal- 
ents alone,  but  their  cultural  di- 
versity as  well.  The  group  has 


an  array  of  backgrounds  includ- 
ing Indian,  Asian,  Black  sexual 
orientations.  All  of  this  adds  to 
the  flavor  in  the  band,  what  they 
have  to  say,  and  how  they  say  it. 

Echobelly  is  fast- 
paced,  upbeat,  and  full  of  guitar 
and  distortion.  It  is  a  different 
sound  that  listeners  of  different 
tastes  will  enjoy,  but  you  have 
to  be  in  the  mood  to  hear  a  lot  of 
drums,  guitar  and  peppiness. 
The  words  also  tend  to  be  seri- 
ous and  meaningful  to  make  you 
think.  From  this  aspect  the  mu- 
sic is  intelligent. 

Currently,  the  group  is 
ravingly  popular  on  the  British 
pop  charts  and  has  raised  a  de- 
cent following,  but  they  are  rela- 
tively new  to  the  U.S. 
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J   Tiny  voice  carries  Cranes  «t 


by  Jason  Koivu 
Strobe  staff 

Cranes:  "Loved" 
***l/2 

Vicious  guitars  rip 
away  while  drums  relentlessly 
beat  down  upon  a  tender  female 
voice  that  often  gets  lost  within 
the  general  hysteria  that  is  the 
Cranes'  "Loved." 

The  fourteen  songs 
(three  of  which  are  remixes)  on 


the  Cranes'  third  release  map  out 
an  enigmatic  musical  quest.  If 
"Loved"  is  taken  as  a  conceptual 
album,  the  image  one  visualizes 
is  of  a  youth  traveling  a  hazy 
path  of  subconsciousness  that  ul- 
timately leads  to  some  form  of 
enlightenment. 

Child-like  innocence 
abounds  throughout  "Loved" 
and  especially  within  the  voice 
and  lyrics  of  singer  Allison 
Shaw.  A  bit  of  the  bizarre  enters 
her  songs  in  the  way  Bjork's  did 


with  the  Sugar  Cubes  or  Nico's 
with  the  Velvet  Underground. 
The  Velvet  references  don' t  stop 
at  Shaw's  voice.  The  Crane's 
sound  is  just  as  rhythmic  and 
unfortunately  as  repetitive  as  the 
Underground's  ("Reverie"  is 
just  too  similar  to  "Heroine.") 
At  times  the  simplicity  is  taken 
too  far.  It  works  with  Shaw's 
vocals,  until  her  tiny  voice,  Brit- 
ish accent,  and  slight  lisp  mask 
the  words.  "Pale  Blue  Sky"  is  a 
song  that  does  manage  to  com- 


The  Cranes 


tfc 


by  Kevin  Robertson 
Contributing  writer 

Danzig:  "IV" 

***l/2 

Whether  devil  wor- 
shipper or  not,  Glenn  Danzig's 
influence  on  music  is  undeni- 
able. His  early  days  with  the 
legendary  punk  rock  group  the 
Misfits  launched  a  thousand 
garage  and  gothic  rock  bands, 
including  Metallica.  His  time 
with  gothic  rockers  Samhain 
and  his  latest  band,  Danzig, 
brought  a  new  spirit  to  a  music 
form,  heavy  metal.  On  his  lat- 
est album,  Danzig  IV,  he  reaf- 
firms his  purpose:  to  rock. 

His  band  has  always 
been  impressive  in  the  way  they 
move  from  the  blues  to  metal 
and  back  again.  Much  of  what 
Danzig's  been  about  hasn't  been 
thrash  or  death  metal  but  rock 
and  roll.  Guitarist  John  Christ, 
one  of  the  most  underrated  play- 
ers in  the  genre,  delivers  thick 
metal  riffs  and  chords,  yet 
haunting  and  tasteful  solos. 
Definitely  a  breath  of  fresh  air 
in  music. 

The  first  track,  "Brand 


New  God"  takes  him  back  to  his 
Misfit  days  in  its  speed  and  fury, 
while  still  retaining  his  forceful 
voice.  Some  of  his  earlier  al- 
bums have  sidestepped  the  speed 
principle  to  accommodate  his 
voice.  But  nonetheless,  it's  good 
to  see  he  still  remains  true  to  his 
punk  birthing. 

But  more  interesting  to 
see  on  this  album  is  his  more 
adventurous  side.  Unlike  previ- 
ous albums  which  deluge  you 
with  old  school  metal,  IV  allows 
the  listener  to  hear  Danzig  ex- 
perimenting with  new  ideas. 
"Dominion"  and  "Little  Whip" 
are  soft,  blues  ditties  which  al- 
low his  amazing  vocal  range  to 
flow.  "Cantspeak"  is  almost  a 
rap  in  the  way  he  sings  it  with 
short  syllables  and  thick  conso- 
nants. "Stalker  Song"  brings  to 
mind  memories  of  the  Dead 
Kennedy's  song  "The  Prey"  in 
its  description  of  a  stalker. 
"Sadistikal"  is  totally  out  there 
with  Danzig  doing  spoken  word 
over  sound  effects  and  back- 
wards music.  There's  even  an 
untitled  track  at  the  end  of  the 
CD  which  sounds  like  chanting 
monks  over  which  he  sermons 


about  the  devil.  These  are  all 
major  departures  for  him. 

This  is  not  to  say  that 
what  Danzig  gives  you  is  the 
most  original  of  music.  It  isn't. 
But  the  forward  thrust  his  voice 
gives  the  music  is  so  powerful, 
you  can  only  listen  in  awe.  His 
voice,  so  reminiscent  of  Jim 
Morrison  that  you  have  to  won- 
der a  bit,  makes  a  tired  music 
form  new  and  exciting.  His 
voice  is  one  of  the  best  kept  se- 
crets in  heavy  music. 

The  highlights  of  the 
album  come  during  "Until  You 
Call  On  The  Dark"  and  "Bringer 
of  Death."  "Until"  rips  full-tilt 
into  a  screaming  riff  and  pounds 
away  leaving  the  listener 
breathless.  "Bringer"  has  that 
crunchy  guitar  sound  that  makes 
most  players  curse  your  name. 
Thick  with  a  rough  distortion, 
it  will  definitely  turn  listeners' 
heads. 

If  you're  looking  for 
good,  uncompromising  metal, 
look  no  further.  Though  Danzig 
isn't  the  most  original  of  music, 
it's  definitely  the  real  article.  By 
the  way,  he'll  be  at  the  Wallace 
Civic  Center  on  Dec.  2.  Check 
him  out.  He's  even  better  live. 


bine  the  delicate  vocals  and 
grinding  guitars  quite  nicely. 

Despite  Shaw's  earthy- 
crunchy  flightiness  the  band 
manages  to  crank  out  some 
heavy  riffs  in  the  alternative 
genre.  The  title  track  and  "Shin- 
ing Road"  display  this  without 
going  overboard. 

"Lilies"  is  the  height  of 
the  Cranes'  eccentric  side.  Gui- 
tarist Matt  Cope  shreds  his 
strings  while  Shaw's  quivering 
voice  dances  in  a  deranged 
limbo. 

Just  when  you  think  it 
can't  get  any  weirder,  the  re- 
mixes "flood"  your  senses.  Ac- 
cording to  a  bio  on  the  band, 
Flood  is  an  engineer  who  has 
worked  with  U2,  Depeche 
Mode,  and  PJ  Harvey.  The  in- 
fluence is  subtle  but  affecting. 

With  a  tour  with  The 
Cure  under  their  belts,  the 
Cranes  appear  to  be  ready  to  take 
that  giant  leap  into  stardom. 
Their  next  album,  if  it  improves 
upon  the  ideas  expressed  in 
"Loved,"  could  very  well  be  a 
big  release  for  the  band. 
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by  Karen  Murphy 
Staff  writer 

"Interview  with  the 
Vampire,"  a  jtiovie  based  on 
"The  Vampire  Chronicles"  by 
Anne  Rice,  is  a  neck-sucking, 
blood-dripping  analysis  about 
one  vampire's  evolution  and  ex- 
periences. Tom  Cruise,  Brad  Pitt 
and  Christian  Slater  highlight 
this  film  with  realistic  roles. 

Slater  portrays  a  man 
interested  in  the  experiences  of 
vampires  and  their  origins,  and 
interviews  Louis  the  vampire 
(Pitt).  Cruise  and  Pitt  are  both 
vampires  who  live  in  a  materi- 
alistic human  environment. 
They  go  on  a  blood-thirsty  ram- 
page killing  everything  from  rats 
to  poodles.  They  turn  a  young 
child  named  Claudia  into  their 
adoptive  vampire  daughter,  who 
becomes  a  manipulative  killing 
machine,  keeping  decomposing 
bodies  in  their  home. 

This  film  is  like  a  time 
machine.  It  takes  place  in 
present-day  San  Francisco, 
waltzes  back  to  1791  in  New 
Orleans,  then  jaunts  halfway 
across  the  world  and  back  again. 

If  you  go  to  see  this 
movie,  go  on  an  empty  stomach. 
'Interview  with  the  Vampire"  is 
an  appetite  suppressant.  Also  be 
aware  that  this  movie  as  a  whole 
is  good,  yet  the  middle  seems  to 
drag  on.  There  are  only  so  many 
bloody  scenes  that  can  repulse 
you  before  it  becomes  slightly 
mundane.  However,  this  movie 
does  make  up  for  it  in  the  end. 
The  opening  and  closing  scenes 
are  really  good,  so  you  won't  be 
totally  disappointed.  Not  bad  for 
a  bunch  of  Hollywood  Brat- 
Packers. 

**Special  thanks  to  Leows  The- 
atre in  Leominster** 


Scarce  is  a  'Red'  hot  alternative 


by  Gina  Procopio 
Staff  writer 

Scarce:  "Red" 
***l/4 

Scarce  is  a  new  band 
from  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
whose  sound  ranges  from  hard 
to  what  could  almost  be  called 
mellow.  Even  their  slowest, 
calmest  stuff  still  is  definitely 
part  of  the  alternative  scene.  The 
group  has  raised  a  huge  follow- 
ing in  the  U.K.  and  Europe  and 
will  soon  release  their  sixth 
song,  "Red"  album  in  Australia 
in  1995. 

The  strength  of  this 
group  definitely  lies  in  variety. 
Fast  and  slow,  hyper  to  mellow, 


the  lyrics  and  the  songs  as  a 
whole  change  constantly.  Parts 
of  the  vocals  off  the  mini-album 
"Red"  sound  like  that  of  Bjork, 
and  the  overall  sound  ranges  in 
comparison  from  Nirvana  to 
some  of  the  newest  REM. 

The  collection  of  songs 
caters  to  the  hyper,  peppy  and 
mostly  the  alternative  music 
group.  Generally,  the  band  is 
loud  and  fast  with  tons  of  guitar 
from  Joyce  Raskin,  Jud  Ehrbar 
on  drums  and  the  voice  of  lead 
vocals  done  by  Chick  Graning. 
Some  of  what  resounds  from  this 
group  can  almost  be  considered 
blues  because  of  the  harmony  to 
the  chords,  but  the  general  hard 
edge  is  still  there. 
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Athletics  aren't  everything 


by  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  staff 


Before  Thanksgiving 
break,  I  was  so  caught  up  in  my 
school  work,  trying  to  impress 
the  varsity  basketball  coach  to 
move  me  up  from  the  J.  V.  squad, 
and  putting  together  a  decent 
sports  section  for  the  Wednesday 
readers  of  the  Strobe.  This  min- 
iature whirlwind  of  my  own  litde 
problems  and  pressures  became 
acceptable  as  I  loaded  up  my  car 
for  the  holiday  without  stepping 
back  to  take  a  look  at  what  I  was 
leaving  behind  for  a  few  days. 
It  never  occurred  to  me  that 
sports  controlled  my  every 
move. 

Flying  down  route  495 
towards  the  Milford  exit,  I 
thought  about  my  grades.  Were 
they  good  enough  to  stay  eligible 
for  sports  next  semester?  Of 
course  they  were,  and  I  was 
thankful  for  that  one  less  worry. 
But  what  about  the  next  Strobe 
issue?  Will  there  be  enough 
sports  stories  to  fill  two  pages? 
Would  the  Patriots  win  on  Sun- 
day? What  would  the  Celtics  do 
about  their  center  problem? 
When  am  I  going  to  see  hockey 
again?  Sports,  sports,  sports. 
Where  was  the  reality? 

Sitting  at  the  never 
ending  table  on  Thanksgiving 
day,  we  talked  about  the  Dallas 
Cowboys  and  the  Pats.  My 
brother-in-law  raved  about  our 
performance  in  the  summer  bas- 


ketball season,  and  my  sister  was 
even  trying  to  get  in  on  the  con- 
versations. At  the  south  end  of 
the  dinner  table,  sports  was  the 
topic,  and  nothing  else  belonged. 

Maybe  it  was  because 
I  wanted  cranberries  or  more 
stuffing,  but  for  some  reason,  my 
attention  shifted  to  the  north  end 
of  the  table  where  my  grand- 
mother, older  relatives,  and  the 
family  nonathletes  were  sitting. 
Slowly,  I  became  removed  from 
jock  talk,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  recent  memory,  I  enjoyed  a 
conversation  that  did  not  deal 
with  athletics. 

There  is  so  much  more 
to  talk  about  in  life!  Politics, 
environmental  problems,  and 
even  gossip!  I  was  having  fun 
for  a  while,  and  it  wasn't  until  I 
stepped  back  and  looked  at  the 
big  picture  that  I  realized  how 
narrow  my  mind  really  was.  I 
became  angry  when  I  realized 
that  I  never  skipped  practice  to 
go  and  visit  my  older  brother  in 
the  leukemia  ward  at  Brigham 
and  Women's  Hospital.  I  was 
mad  at  myself  because  I  worried 
about  the  Patriots  instead  of  who 
was  going  to  run  Congress.  I 
was  so  caught  up  in  sports  and 
making  a  varsity  team  that  my 
sense  of  reality  became  distorted 
over  the  past  three  months.  I  fi- 
nally realized  that  sports  are  not 
everything  after  all. 

No  matter  how  you 
look  at  it,  sports  are  games  and 
only  games.  Some  games  are 
taken  to  a  higher  level,  but  what 


it  all  boils  down  to  is  that  they 
are  forms  of  entertainment  and 
amusement-nothing  more.  Ath- 
letes should  be  respected,  but  no 
more  so  than  artists  or  dancers. 
Yet  we  make  them  out  to  be  huge 
icons  while  those  who  achieve 
scholastic  excellence  go  unno- 
ticed. 

We  are  in  school  to 
learn  about  our  specific  fields  of 
study,  interacting  with  each 
other  and  expanding  our  hori- 
zons. A  kid  shouldn't  be  made 
into  a  God  because  he  can  throw 
a  leather  ball  into  an  iron  rim  or 
because  of  the  fact  that  she  can 
run  the  mile  in  under  five.  A 
coach  should  be  concerned  with 
what  happens  to  his  player  after 
the  last  fan  cheers  for  him  in  his 
last  game.  Heroes  come  pretty 
cheap  these  days,  and  it's  be- 
cause too  many  people  prioritize 
things  the  way  I  used  to. 

Let's  just  remember 
who  we  are  and  why  we  are  here. 
We  cannot  let  athletics  become 
a  reason  to  go  to  college  because 
they  are  only  reasons  to  enjoy 
school  while  we  are  here.  In- 
stead of  wondering  how  he  can 
slam  dunk  the  ball,  wonder  what 
he  will  do  when  it's  all  over.  The 
bottom  line  is  this:  in  the  out- 
side world,  nobody's  going  to 
care  whether  or  not  you  got  that 
varsity  letter.  Be  proud  of  your- 
self for  just  being  a  student.  You 
don't  need  a  Falcon  on  your 
jacket  to  get  respect  from  me 
anymore. 
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Nobody's  asking,  but , . 

by  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  staff 


*  If  the  Red  Sox  can  pick  up  Jose  Canseco  over  the 
winter  we  can  all  Ret  excited  about  one  more  player 
who  will  undoubtedly  get  injured  or  bit  a  career  slump 
before  May.  Remember  Andre  Dawson  and  Otis  Nixon? 
Let's  Just  make  an  ail-star  team  of  washed  up  players 
and  give  <em  all  Boston  uniforms  next  year.  Hey,  maybe 
they'll  sign  my  Dad  as  a  pitcher!  He  pitched  for  the 
Navy  back  in  the  50 "si  I'm  sure  he's  got  a  few  more 
games  left  in  his  arm,  too. 

*  Why  didn't  the  Celtics  trade  Rick  Fox,  the  Boston 
Garden,  and  the  rights  to  their  leprechaun  logo  to 
Golden  State  for  Chris  Webber?  Now  that  he's  in 
Washington,  don't  count  on  the  Celts  to  do  very  much 
in  the  Atlantic  Division. 

*  While  driving  in  the  car  with  my  seven-year-old 
nephew  last  weekend,  he  asked  "Uncle  Todd,  why  are 
the  Bruins  on  strike?"  I  said  "they're  on  strike  be- 
cause they  are  all  very,  very  sad." 

He  thought  for  a  second,  and  then  asked  ^Why  are  they 
all  so  sad?"  I  replied,  "Probably  because  of  something 
voudid." 
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guys  driving  really  fast  in  a  circle.  You  can  do  tl 
the  Mass  Pike,  I  think  Mass  Pike  Driving  shout 
sport  then!  You  get  points  for  passing,  making 
toll  collectors,  and  avoiding  tolls  altogether.  Yt 
start  in  WestfieW,  and  race  all  the  way  to  Bosta 
could  nave  a  huge  FSC  Cannonball  Run! 
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Falcon  Hockey 
looks  promising 


by  Louis  DiBiccari 
Contributing  Writer 

At  the  beginning  of 
each  sports  season,  we  as  Fal- 
con fans  give  our  favorite  teams 
a  certain  amount  of  hope  and 
faith.  Unless,  of  course,  you're 
talking  about  the  defending 
ECAC  North,  Central,  South 
Champion  Falcon  Hockey 
Team.  This  is  where  we  ex- 
change our  hopes  for  expecta- 
tions. But  who  can  blame  us 
with  the  squad  we're  boasting? 
With  the  troops  being  coached 
by  Dan  Fuller  who  will  have 
wrapped  up  his  first  decade  of 
tutelage  here  at  FSC,  the  green 
and  gold  look  to  be  strong  can- 
didates for  yet  another  champi- 
onship season. 

Co-captains  Matt  Park 
and  Steve  Lynden  lead  the  high 
powered  offense  which  includes 
some  of  the  elite  skaters  in  divi- 


tteq&lb 


sion  three  hockey.  The  FSC  for- 
wards host  an  array  of  veteran 
scorers  in  Steve  Baldissare,  Dan 
Gentassio,  Billy  Masterangelo, 
and  Dale  Kimball.  These  tena- 
cious finishers  count  on  the  pre- 
cision passing  of  unsung-hero 
Kurt  Sager. 

Even  with  the  scoring 
threat  intact,  a  champion  team 
needs  to  have  an  outstanding 
defense.  Fortunately,  it  looks  as 
though  the  Falcons  have  that 
department  covered  as  well.  The 
blue  line  is  guarded  by  Alan 
Hartshorn,  Pat  Turner,  and  D.J. 
Conte,  who  was  voted  by  the 
players  as  FSC's  defensive 
player  of  the  year  last  season. 
Aaron  Abitz  and  Rob  Horn  will 
continue  to  serve  as  the  goal- 
keepers this  season  as  well. 

With  a  couple  of  early 
season  losses,  the  Falcons  have 
bounced  back  to  beat  Worcester 


State  and  Skidmore.  A  loss  to 
UMass  Dartmouth  last  week 
has  sparked  a  new  attitude 
amongst  the  champs,  and  they'll 
be  taking  it  to  Curry  on  Wednes- 
day night.  Following  that  road 
game,  FSC  returns  home  to  face 
powerhouse  Plymouth  State  and 
rival  Framingham  State  next 
week.  No  doubt,  FSC  will 
string  together  a  few  more  vic- 
tories and  take  a  winning  record 
into  the  Southern  Maine  clash 
at  home  on  Saturday,  December 
10th. 

"I  believe  last  year 
was  the  beginning  of  a  dynasty," 
said  Hartshorn.  "This  year  we 
should  prove  it."  So  whether 
you're  a  new  fan,  one  of  the  old 
Fitchburg  faithful  or  just  some- 
one jumping  on  the  bandwagon, 
look  foward  to  another  great 
semester  of  hockey  at  Fitchburg 
State  College. 


By  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  Staff 

The  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  Strobe  Fall  Season 


All  Stars  are  Maryann  Barrett 
These  athletes  have  excelled  in 
their  respective  sports,  display- 
ing leadership,  athletisism,  and 
sportsmanship  throughout  the 


fall  season.  Most  of  them  will 
be  returning  for  another  year  at 
FSC,  keeping  our  hopes  high  for 
yet  another  outstanding  Falcon 
season  in  '95. 


jock! 
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By  Todd  Finn 
Strobe  Staff 

Being  a  reserve  player  on  the  Men's  Basketball  team 
is  not  easy.  Although  sometimes  it's  difficult  to  accept  the  fact 
that  my  amount  of  playing  time  is  rninimai  due  to  the  tough 
schedule  in  the  MASCAC,  I  have  learned  that  there  are,  in- 
deed, some  great  benefits  lean  enjoy  as  a  "'Pine  Rider."  They 
are  all  outlined  to  the  new  list  entitled  "The  Ten  Best  Things 
About  Being  the  Last  Man  Off  the  Bench," 

JO.  You  never  have  to  wash  your  uniform  because  you  don't 
really  ever  break  a  sweat.  In  fact,  you'd  probably  get  away 
with  it  if  you  didn't  even  wearing  anything  under  your  warmups. 

9.  You  alone  control  the  water  supply.  You  can  pretend  that  the 
guys  who  are  play  tag  are  m  desperate  need  of  the  last  container 
of  water  on  the  planet,  and  tt  is  only  out  of  the  kindness  of  your 
heart  that  you  share  it  with  them  It  makes  you  feel  important, 
anyway. 

8.  You  can  get  a  contract  to  endorse  the  new  Acme  Bench, 
because  you  spend  so  much  time  on  it.  Imagine  the  commer- 
cial: "fuse  Acme  Benches  because  they are  comfort  able  after  a 
long  day  in  school  Arid,  no  ass  splinters!" 

7 .  You  can  study  for  Wednesday's  exam  during  a  Tuesday  night 
game,  keeping  your  grade  point  average  higher  than  your  game 
point  average.  : 

6.  On  the  road,  fans  don"  t  know  who  you  are.  So  you  can  pre- 
tend to  be  Mokte  or  Niko  during  pre-garne  layups,  and  for  at 
least  ten  minutes,  everyone  will  think  you  are  good. 

5.  There  ts  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  food  you  can  eat  before  a 
game  starts.  You  can  eat  beans,  hot  peppers,  and  Big  Macs,  and 
not  have  to  worry  about  barfing  in  the  game. 

4.  You  can  get  your  own  little  clip  board  and  pretend  to  be  the 
coach,  designing  plays  and  defenses.  Then,  during  a  time  out, 
you  can  compare  your  plans  with  his  plans  and  see  if  you  have 
afuture  in  coaching. 

3  If  there  is  ever  a  fire,  your  seat  is  way  down  on  the  far 
end...right  next  to  the  fire  exit?  The  gym  may  be  burning  down, 
but  man,  your  outta  there  first! 

2.  You  can  "flag"  or  "pants"  the  opposition  during  out-of-bounds 
plays  because  they  usually  inbound  the  ball  right  in  front  of 
you.  If  nothing  else,  a  fight  could  break  out,  and  then  you'd 
have  a  reason  to  wash  your  uniform, 

L  If the  bus ever  flips  over  on  the  way  to  AnnaMaria,  andfor 
some  reason  you  are  the  lone  survivor,  you  can  get  all  of  the 
playing  time  you  want,  provided  you  can  find  your  way  to  their 
gym.  In  that  game,  you  would  lead  the  team  in  scoring,  re- 
bounding, and  never  get  yelled  at  for shooting  a  three  pointer, 
So  remember  to  always  bring  that  un tform,  just  incase. 


Una  tt  lines  W8«lk  alhcsacQ 


Wednesday,  November  30 

*  Hockey  at  Curry,  8:30 
Thursday,  December  1 

♦Women's  Hoop  vs.  Western 
New  England,  6:00 
*Men's  Hoop  vs.  Western  New 
England,  8:00 
Friday,  December  2 
♦Women's  Indoor  Track  at 
Tufts,  3:30 

♦Men's  Junior  Varsity  Basket- 
ball at  Babson,  7:30 
Saturday,  December  3 
♦Women's  Hoop  at  Curry,  2:00 


♦Hockey  vs.  Plymouth  State, 

3:30 

♦Men's  Hoop  at  Anna  Maria 

Tourney 

♦Men's  Indoor  Track  at  Brown 

Sunday,  December  4 

♦Men's  Hoop  at  Anna  Maria 

Tourney 

Tuesday,  December  6 

♦Women's  Hoop  vs.  UMass 

Dartmouth,  7:00 

♦Hockey  vs.  Framingham,  7:30 

♦Men's  Hoop  at  Endicott,  8:00 


